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inhabitants of the British dominions in India,
and that such measures ought to be adopted
as may tend to the introduction among
them of useful knowledge and of religious
and moral improvement. That in the
furtherance of the above objects, sufficient
facilities shall be afforded by law to persons
desirous of going to, and remaining in, India
for the purpose of accomplishing those be-
nevolent designs/'

The Resolution, however, provided that

"The principles of the British Government
on which the natives of India have hitherto
relied for the free exercise of their religion
be inviolably maintained."1

. Before leaving India in .1835, Lord William
Bentinck reaffirmed the policy of strict religious
neutrality. In reply to a farewell address from the
missionaries, the Governor-General declared that

"The fundamental principle of British rule,
the compact to which the Government stands
solemnly pledged, is strict neutrality. To

1 Quoted in The History of the Church Missionary Society,
op. cit., p. 104.